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Thank you for taking the survey!

A lot of you took the time to respond via the open-ended questions and

gave great feedback. Most of the feedback was about growing our

network or about building out the Guild's services and bene�ts. A lot of

you were �red up and had great recommendations and speci�c ways to

improve the Guild. Your input will help us direct our time and �nancial

resources to the most productive and in-demand areas. 

We'll be sharing the complete results in our March Newsletter.

However, I'd like to highlight and respond to some comments now; I

think they will help everyone understand our direction, focus, and needs

going forward.

Comment: "One thing I'm not really clear on yet is who the target
market for this group is. Might it be better to focus on one area �rst,
build up a solid base, and grow from there?"



Response: The “target market” of the Guild is families. We will support

them in three ways:  

1) By giving workers the networking tools and connections to get the

best jobs. To do this we need business owners and individual members.

If we only had business owners, they would have no way to �nd Catholic

workers and vice versa. We also have an "unemployment hub" of sorts in

the works to speci�cally help those who have lost their jobs. 

2) By alerting entrepreneurs of business opportunities and helping them

get started.  In the survey, a surprising number of members stated they

are considering starting a business in the future. To make this a reality,

we need mentors to teach classes and counsel members.  

3) By giving business owners and entrepreneurs a cost-free method of

marketing to promote their businesses using our online business

directory. Once our business directory is robust and has all types of

businesses in it, our parish network will promote the directory (and thus

all our businesses) to the Catholics in the pews of every parish. At the

same time, we will begin advertising it to the general public. 

The St. Joseph Business Guild combines different types of members
into one network, thus multiplying our networking power. It will take
time to put everything in place.

Comment: "Continued improvement of networking meetings.
Perhaps targeting speci�c groups getting together would be
bene�cial."

Response: We will de�nitely concentrate on networking events going

forward, especially in-person events once it makes sense given COVID.

Out of 70 respondents, 50 said they were likely or very likely to attend

an in-person, indoor Guild event in the spring. 

As for networking meetings for speci�c groups, take a look below! We

are starting a new FIRM networking group (Financial, Insurance, Real



estate, Mortgage) for this exact purpose. If anyone has other ideas for

targeted networking groups with natural synergies, I'd love to hear

them!

Comment: "I believe the Guild is on a pathway to become
something special and I understand it will continue to take time to
build."

Response: We agree (unsurprisingly) that we are �lling a unique role for

this Archdiocese, one that is too large for any one parish to do

effectively. It will take time, but the more volunteers we have and the

more donations we receive, the faster we will grow. So spread the word

and keep us in mind when tithing.

Comment: "You should invest in a more robust list/database of
employers and prospective employees."

Response: Many services of the Guild won't work well until we have

more members. We need more business members so that more jobs are

posted. We need more individual members to �nd matches for the jobs

that are posted. We need more volunteers to help grow the network.

I look forward to sharing the full survey results next month. Until then...

May God bless your family through your work! 

Roger Vasko 

Guild President

Salt and Light: Creative Christian Minorities in an Age of Upheaval 

by Fr. Byron S. Hagen



The civil unrest in Washington D.C. this past 6th of January only served to

accentuate and symbolize the changing social and political reality in the our

country, a tidal wave of upheaval that has been developing for some time but is

apparently cresting in the midst of the pandemic this past Year of Our Lord 2020,

and it isn’t over yet. Read more here.

Prayer Events

Consecration to St. Joseph Facilitator Needed 

February 15th marks the beginning of a 33-day preparation period for a

consecration to St. Joseph. We will do this as a group if we can �nd someone to

volunteer as a facilitator. The book Consecration to St. Joseph by Fr. Donald

Calloway (book review here) will be used as a daily guide in preparation for the

consecration. 

The group would meet weekly online around the week of February 15th with a

consecration date of March 19th, the Solemnity of St. Joseph. The facilitator can

choose the day of the week for the 45-minute meetings. Contact Roger Vasko at

roger@sjbusinessguild.com with questions.

Saturday Morning Prayer via iBreviary 

All members are welcome to join a virtual meeting on Saturday mornings at 6am

to pray Morning Prayer using iBreviary. Contact Sam Roeble at

samuel.roeble@gmail.com to be put on the email list to receive the links for each

meeting or for more information. Being on the list is not a commitment to come

every week. Come when you can.

Men's Prayer Group Has Openings 

Prayer group led by Terry Quinn, the group prays a rosary and then goes around

the horn sharing blessings and crosses. The next meeting will be Wednesday,

February 17th from 7–8pm. Contact Terry Quinn at

instockspecialties@gmail.com if you are interested. This group just completed a

33-day consecration to St. Joseph.

Home Mortgage Interest Rates at History Lows

https://mcusercontent.com/26abad46ea901a3117d290ab8/files/50fbec93-00ae-44f8-a309-6826f31565ee/January_2021_Fr._Hagen_Article.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/26abad46ea901a3117d290ab8/files/424c24bd-64a5-4459-bce1-0868a5f5cf00/Consecration_to_St_Joseph.pdf
mailto:roger@sjbusinessguild.com
mailto:samuel.roeble@gmail.com
mailto:instockspecialties@gmail.com?subject=SJBG%20Prayer%20Group


Click here to learn more.

Book Review: Debt Free Degree by Anthony O'Neal

Click here to read the review.

Upcoming Webinars

Honesty About Pornography- Dispelling the myth that pornography is

harmless—Presentation by Guild member Russ Rooney, pro-life author of

Be a Friend for Life, on Wednesday, February 24th @ 7:30pm. Find the Zoom

link here.

Webinar Recordings

Health Sharing Webinar- A faith-based option for purchasing medical

insurance. Find the recording here.

Fueling Your Marketing Engine to Drive Business Forward Webinar- Find

the recording here.

NEW Online Networking Groups

FIRM Networking Group 

Financial members 

Insurance members 

Real estate members 

Mortgage members 

(legal and other associated businesses are welcome of course) 

Email Roger Vasko at roger@sjbusinessguild.com if you are interested in

https://mcusercontent.com/26abad46ea901a3117d290ab8/files/37e8f116-70de-486c-b88f-81f24434a8aa/January_2021_Home_Mortgage_Interest_Rates.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/26abad46ea901a3117d290ab8/files/2f2b60a6-4065-4c1e-bc3c-514469b5fc25/Book_Review_Debt_Free_Degree.pdf
https://zoom.us/j/94308852579?pwd=NUt6Z0N1MDBSbXFkY0hTSWF6VXIxZz09
https://www.sjbusinessguild.com/photo-gallery
https://www.sjbusinessguild.com/photo-gallery
mailto:roger@sjbusinessguild.com


attending an inaugural meeting. We will use an online scheduling tool to

determine the best date and time.

Non-Pro�t Networking Group 

Join us for the inaugural meeting of this group on Wednesday, February 24th

from 11am–12pm.

Online Networking Meetings

February 10th @ 7:30–8:30am:  Women

February 16th @ 4:30–5:30pm:  Young Adults (18-39)

February 24th @ 11am–12pm:  Non-Pro�ts

March 3rd @ 11am–12pm:  All Members

March 10th @ 7:30–8:30am:  Women

March 23rd @ 11am–12pm:  Non-Pro�ts

Prayers & Work

Guild Member Prayer Intentions

Guild Members Searching for Jobs (Take a look! You never know how you

might help!)

Businesses with Job Openings (65 jobs total)

Total Members 

281
New Member List

More networking opportunities! Click here to see the list of 14 new members

since the November newsletter. 

https://mcusercontent.com/26abad46ea901a3117d290ab8/files/da7c99d8-5eb5-450c-adea-4f0cf62f9bc0/January_2021_Prayer_Requests.docx.pdf
https://www.sjbusinessguild.com/job-seeker-postings
https://www.sjbusinessguild.com/job-postings
https://mcusercontent.com/26abad46ea901a3117d290ab8/files/941bfaa4-574c-4f10-92a0-665c43c9a19a/January_2021_New_Members.docx_1_.pdf


Event Calendar

2/10 – Online Networking Meeting for Women (7:30–8:30am) 

2/15 – 33-Day Preparation for the Consecration to St. Joseph Begins 

2/16 – Online Networking Meeting for Young Adults (4:30–5:30pm) 

2/24 – Online Networking Meeting for Non-Pro�ts (11am–12pm) 

2/24 – Webinar: Honesty About Pornography: dispelling the myth that

pornography is harmless (7:30pm) 

3/03 – Online Networking Meeting for All Members (11am–12pm) 

3/10 – Online Networking Meeting for Women (7:30–8:30am) 

3/23 – Online Networking Meeting for Non-Pro�ts (11am–12pm)

New Member Meetings

2/15 – New Member Meeting on Zoom (7pm) 

2/23 – New Member Meeting on Zoom (11am) 

2/23 – New Member Meeting on Zoom (7pm) 

Contact Roger Vasko at roger@sjbusinessguild.com if you will be attending any

events on the calendar.
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Freebies, Specials, & Sales

Business Opportunities
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